Lisa Mazinas
Five Easy Ways to Get Your Class Excited About Poetry
· A Poem for Each Part of the Day: Read poems aloud to the class that relate to the school day.  For example, find a poem about the cafeteria, recess, math class, etc.  “Pledge” from the book Lunch Money by Carol Diggory Shields is a poem about the Pledge of Allegiance that will be sure to make your students laugh.  Read the poem right before the activity, as an attention getter.  If possible, start on the first day of school.  This is a great way to get your class excited about poetry so don’t be surprised when they ask to read the poems on their own!  Another great source for this activity is My Dog Ate My Homework by Bruce Lansky.
· Poetry Scavenger Hunt:  Now that you have read some poems to your class, invite your students to search for poems on their own that relate to the school day.  Put classroom poetry books in an accessible spot or check some out from the library and distribute.  Your students will enjoy “hunting” through the books for poems.  When they find poems that they like, they can copy them down and hang them up in appropriate spots around the classroom.  For example, a poem about reading can be placed in the classroom library.  A poem about lunch can be placed near the spot where students line up to go to the cafeteria.  Encourage them to illustrate the poems too!
· Poetry Read Alouds:  Post a sign up sheet where students can list their name and the title of a poem that they would like to share with the class.  You will be amazed at how fast they fill up the list!  This is a great way to spend time right before dismissal or during another transitional period during the day because it keeps the students focused and engaged.  Note – it helps to make sure that they have read their poem enough times to become fluent before reading to the class.  If they aren’t strong readers, they can practice with a buddy first.

· Poetic Plays:  Choose a poem that lends itself well to acting out for the class, for instance Silly from the book The Way I Feel, by Janan Cain.  Make up a gesture for each line as you read it aloud.  Read it again and have the students participate.  Next, ask the students to find their own poems that they would like to act out.  Have them work in pairs or small groups as they read and practice.  Set up a special time later in the week for the students to perform their poems for the whole class!  Examples of some other book ideas for this activity are Honey, I Love and Other Love Poems by Eloise Greenfield, Creatures of Earth Sea and Sky: Animal Poems by Georgia Heard and A Pizza the Size of the Sun by Jack Prelutsky.  
· List poems: Now that your class has read lots of poetry, they are ready to write poems of their own.  List poems are a great way to get started because they are essentially a list and therefore seem easier to kids.  Brainstorm topics with your students and have them each choose one.  Topic examples might be different seasons, a holiday or something that you are studying in another content area, like science or social studies.   Next, ask them to list everything that comes to mind below the title.  Here is an example of a poem about summer:

Summer

Scorching sun

Long days

Sleeping late


Playing in the sand


Fun at the pool
They can then illustrate their finished poems and post them in the classroom.  Another great idea is to make the poems into bookmarks and give to family or friends as a gift!
